Serres  The Natural Contract

War, Peace

A. Discuss Men Fighting with Sticks p. 1-3

Two and the third

p. 2 human narrative is what interests us.  What of nature?

B. Explain: “Global history enters nature; global nature enters history: this is something utterly new in philosophy.” 4

C. What is the wager on p. 5? (a derivative of Pascal’s wager)

D. What does it mean to say “war is a legal state”? 8

E. How is noise the enemy of the two warring factions? 8-9

F. What is the difference between subjective wars and objective violence? 10-11

Also discuss the “world wide world” and the “worldly world” 12

G. Explain and discuss “we must, therefore, once again, under the threat of collective death, invent a law for objective violence. . . . we must envision, along the other diagonal, a new pact to sign with the world: the natural contract.” 14-15

H. Contrast humans as depicted in Millet’s Angelus to humans as “tectonic plates.” 17-18

I. Explain and discuss “they neither think nor graze, they weigh” 18-19

J. Explain how garbage fills the gap between the rational and the real. 24-25

